
press kit



Warehouse to wanderlust with an edgy rock ‘n’ roll vibe.



Ovolo Hotels is an independent hospitality company that owns and operates a collection of individually 

designed hotels. Founded in 2002, Ovolo is a family owned and privately-operated business with a charitable 

core. The company now runs four hotels in Hong Kong, and six hotels across Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 

and Canberra. Ovolo Hotels recently launched a new brand, Mojo Nomad, which is a co-habitation concept for 

global nomads, combining travel, work, lifestyle and community. Mojo Nomad Aberdeen Harbour opened its 

doors in December 2017 and was joined by Mojo Nomad Central in September 2018.



Where cool design and love of art meet, Ovolo Southside is a warehouse-converted boutique hotel which provides a 
space brimming with sleek, meticulous design and awe-inspiring art throughout.

Set in the fast-rising Wong Chuk Hang art and cultural district, Ovolo Southside is just a 15-minute drive from Central  
and with quick and efficient transport links with the rest of Hong Kong.



Prior to any construction or development within the suburb 
Wong Chuk Hang was not particularly fertile and land was largely 
barren. The original settlements in the area were villages of the 
Chow lineage, and the area remained relatively undeveloped 
for many years. After the war, the population of Wong Chuk 
Hang grew steadily. Industry and commerce developed and 
both villages attracted non-lineage newcomers. The majority of 
land was converted to industrial use in the 1960’s due to the low 
elevation and broad space. Ocean Park theme park chose the 
location due to these conditions and opened in 1977 as well as a 
number of sports grounds. The One Island South office tower was 
also developed in 2011 attracting a high proportion of corporate 
head offices and encouraging a number of restaurants and other 
retailers to move into the area.

Following these developments, Wong Chuk Hang began a period 
of transition and the development of the MTR metro station 
along with proximity to the tourist area of Aberdeen cemented 
the area’s appeal. Wong Chuk Hang is now known as the “South 
Island Cultural District”, with a large number of art galleries 
spattered across the suburb. 

HISTORY



Reimagined by award-winning architecture firm 
Hassell Studio and designer Matt Sheargold, 
the 100-year-old heritage listed Finger Wharf 
building has been carefully renovated to retain 
its history, while adding an injection of life to the 
Woolloomooloo Wharf precinct, making Ovolo a 
destination for Sydneysiders and tourists alike.

Described by the designers as “young, energetic, 
boutique, cheeky and accessible”, with bright colour 
schemes and an abundance of decorative lights 
throughout the expansive public spaces, the hotel 
has been brought to life under the umbrella of its 
original building structure; think industrial chic with 
a fashionable edge.

The Interior styling has been carefully curated by 
THERE to complement the building’s exposed 
wooden beams, and original timber floors in 
parts, with playful, bright, and sometimes unusual 
furnishings and pieces of unique Australian and 
international artwork. A feature piece includes an 
86kg clock by Swedish design studio, Humans. The 
clock features 128 individual clock-faces combining 
to form one large clock, which displays a variety 
of kinetic art formations, and of course, the time! 
Ovolo is big on art and is committed to promoting 
both Australian and international art with a focus on 
supporting local emerging artists.

Design



To delight and enhance the guest experience, and to 
make the vast open spaces feel cosy and welcoming 
for guests and visitors, in line with Ovolo’s home-
away-from-home ethos, THERE has created mini 
pockets to surround the hotel’s award-winning bar 
and restaurant, Alibi, also located in the hotel lobby. 
The whimsical areas include kissing booths replete 
with pull-down blinds, an artificial fire pit, bakery 
& café, and library – all surrounded by illuminated 
blossom trees, giving an inviting indoor-outdoors 
vibe, and a sense of place, for those who visit.

Ovolo Woolloomooloo is glamorous, sophisticated, 
aspirational and invigorating, thanks to its carefully 
considered architecture and inviting pockets, giving 
visitors a luxurious place to meet, relax and unwind.



The bright bold design and bespoke rock ‘n’ roll 
aesthetic washes over you from your first step into 
the foyer right throughout all 160 rooms. As HK’s first 
warehouse-conversion hotel, Ovolo Southside serves 
up warm industrial chic which radiates with playful 
personality. 

In keeping with Ovolo’s effortless living ethos, each 
room offers free breakfast, 24-hour room service, free 
in-room mini bar, large flat screen televisions, Google 
Chromecast, free Wi-Fi, self-serve laundry, additional 
wall plugs, phone chargers, and Amazon’s Alexa 
cloud-based voice service, which is able to assist 
guests with just about every command. These special 
touches make Ovolo Southside a
home-away-from-home for those who stay.

Guests have the opportunity to select from eight 
unique rooms types including the signature 
Rockstar Suites; each designed to cater to different 
specifications.

GUEST ROOMS



Rockstar Suites
I Want It All… And I Want It Now. 

Check-in and rock out in one of our brand new 
Rockstar Suites! Inspired by two of music’s most iconic 
personalities, you can create your very own piece of 
history in these enormous suites, each with in-built 
bar, custom made original artworks and incredible 
sweeping views across the South Island. The perfect 
place to balance a little work and a lot of play time, 
these two unique suites have exposed pipework, bold 
graphic colours and plush furnishings, making each feel 
like they were purpose built for the ultimate after party.



WINING & DINING 
Komune Brings People Together.

This is your new neighbourhood Wong Chuk Hang-out, a slice of 
laidback life for those all-day cravings. A fresh Hong Kong concept 
built on key community collaborations, at Komune, we’ve teamed-
up with the world’s best for a restaurant unlike any other – creative 
cocktails, generous sharing plates and ultra-cool tunes, all in one 
spacious place.

The ‘B’ in F&B always comes first here, and we’ve partnered 
exclusively with the mix-masters from Cocktail Professors for wild 
signature drinks – think local-inspired tipples, afternoon thirst-
quenchers and some of the most creative cordials you’ve ever 
wrapped your lips around.

Classic meets contemporary, street-food meets swish, smart meets 
casual. Collect yourself and connect at Komune.



The first truly elevated rooftop bar on the city’s southern 
coastline, which has been reinvented as a modern day-
to-night venue. It is designed for drinks and dining just 
as much as an events space for business meetings, 
inspiring brainstorming sessions, private celebrations 
and parties.

With cleverly-designed, flexible interior décor to suit 
any need and a terrace boasting uninhibited views 
extending from the lush, green area surrounding ocean 
park to Repulse Bay and the South China Sea, Above 
by Komune brings to life the beverage & food concept, 
offering a variety of high-quality selections sourced 
from across the globe.



Ovolo Southside offers a multitude of fit for purpose event spaces where you can 
carry on with business or pleasure effortlessly and let us take care of everything 
else. Our spaces include everything from the expansive and versatile G.I.G.space 
that encompasses the Ovolo Hotel ground floor through to both Komune and 
Above which can be hired exclusively for private events. Our Rockstar Suites 
are the perfect location for a truly unique social event to rock your world or for a 
smaller gathering try the eclectic meeting room B.I.G.

MEETINGS & EVENTS



founder and ceo,
Girish Jhunjhnuwala
So! Who’s the man behind the incredible Ovolo Southsid? Let us tell 
you…

His name is Girish Jhunjhnuwala, otherwise known as ‘GirishJ’ and he’s 
the “Peter Pan Entrepreneur!” Just like the lovable character, he’s a 
disruptor, game-changer and rule-breaker.

He recalls growing up in the eighties and falling in love with rock 
legends such as Freddie Mercury, David Bowie, Prince & U2. It wasn’t 
only their music that he admired but the way they re-invented 
themselves as artists and constantly changed with the times. He’s a 
Negroni enthusiast, a neon sign lover, an adventurer and loves the 
people around him to have fun and enjoy life.

So when GirishJ began his path in the hotel industry, in his home city 
of Hong Kong, he decided to do things his way; just like the free-
spirited, fictional icon – the fearless Peter Pan.

Why should he use the same old cookie cutter of what a hotel ‘should’ 
be like? With his sharp business mind, his innovative vision, eye for 
opportunities and desire to create a hotel that he personally would 
love to stay, he started his plan of attack.

He decided to incorporate all that he loved as a child and young adult 
and create Ovolo Group - a collection of ever-evolving, boutique, 
funky & fun hotels.

CollABORATORS



Who loves a free mini bar? Free Happy Hour? Fast Wi-Fi? Free 
breakfast? Fun sweets & lollies whilst you’re settling in? What about 
bright, bold and fabulous design? GirishJ wanted all of this and more 
– so Ovolo Hotels were born!

They all adopt an effortless living ethos, making the hotel experience 
seamless for their guests and best of all, they’re full of superstar team 
members – Ovolo’s Shiny, Happy People!

He’s now an award-winning entrepreneur, hotelier & restaurateur. 

But his life didn’t start in hospitality. At the age of twenty, in 1984, 
he took over his father’s watchmaking business. By the year 2000, 
he knew time was up for watches and by 2002, Ovolo Group was 
created! The company now boosts four hotels in Hong Kong and 
six hotels in Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane in Australia. 
Other countries are also on the hit list so stayed tuned!

GirishJ’s anything but ordinary approach to business has lead to 
several pieces of silverware. He was crowned the HM Awards APAC 

Hotelier of the Year 2018 and EY Entrepreneur of the Year China 2016 

to name a few.

GirishJ is known as the Peter Pan Entrepreneur for his adventurous, 
confident, smart, disruptive, creative & fast-paced attitude to business 
and life. He’s certainly the CEO to have on your radar as you’ll never 
know what’s in the pipeline & what he’ll come up with next! 

Follow his social channels for behind the scenes info and exclusive 
announcements on where and how GirishJ is taking Ovolo Hotels to 
the next level!

www.girishjhunjhnuwala.com 

@girishjovolo
@Girishjjwala 
www.linkedin.com/in/girishjhunjhnuwala



We’ve ditched the boring hotel lobby music and created Radio 
Ovolo! With the greatest tunes from AC/DC to Prince, you 

can pump your playlist and hear all the hits on Radio Ovolo on 
Spotify. A carefully curated playlist for you to relive the glory 

days of music whenever, wherever.

In your car, at the gym, on the loo, at your desk, on the train, 
while walking the dog, in the shower, under your blankets, while 

watching paint dry…



Our family keeps growing
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Media Enquiries
Tel: +852 3460 8100

Email: media@ovologroup.com 

Contact Details
Ovolo Southside
64 Wong Chuk Hang Rd
Hong Kong

Tel: +852 3460 8100

www.ovolohotels.com/ovolosouthside

Socials
@ovolohotels
#ovolosouthside


